
Hello,

We hope you had a good summer with the opportunity to take some
time out to be refreshed.

As we start a new season, already there is so much for us to be
praying about with all that is happening nationally in parliament and
further afield with the devastation being caused by the Amazon fires
and Hurricane Dorian.

With these in mind, we hope you will find plenty in this issue to
encourage you as we prepare for the weeks ahead. (We have also
included a few items that would normally go in the Noticeboard, by
special request of those organisations.)

You can also find the Report of the Directors and Financial
Statements here.

Every blessing,
Karen

“See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.”
(Isaiah 43:19)

I know that the new year begins on 1st January, but over the years I’ve been involved
in churches, September has felt as much of a fresh beginning as January, maybe
more so. Perhaps that’s because so much of what we do, and the programmes we
run, are shaped by the academic year more than the calendar year?

Anyway, I have had these words of the Prophet on my heart over the Summer,
through which God was encouraging His people to “Forget the former things; [and]
not dwell on the past.” (v.18) What were these former things? According to the
preceding two verses, Isaiah is referring back to the exodus, when Yahweh “made a
way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters” and then “drew out [Egypt’s]
chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there never
to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick.”

Well, that all sounds pretty good to me, and certainly worthy of remembrance and
celebration! Had they now to forget this momentous act of salvation? Not
exactly. The Prophet is emphasising how amazing this “new thing” will be, that by
comparison, the exodus will fade into insignificance. So, what is this “new thing”? In
the immediate context it is, of course, the defeat of Babylon and the restoration of His
people Israel from exile. But Isaiah’s distant gaze is always upon the coming
Messiah, and the ultimate salvation for all people. Amazing indeed!

As the holiday period draws to a close, and we start into the new term, I wonder if we
are excited by what God is going to do next? Are we launching into our programmes
with eager anticipation, or with a sense of déjà vu? Are we optimistic that God is
about to do a “new thing”, or desperately trying to keep the existing things going? I
don’t doubt that our “former things” have been great, and really fruitful for the
Kingdom. But maybe God wants to do something new?

My hope and prayer is that each of us would experience “streams in the wasteland”,
that will give rise to new shoots and fresh pastures. And that we will see our Saviour,
whose “mercies … are new every morning” (Lam 3:22-23), at work in a fresh move of
His Holy Spirit, revitalising our churches and transforming our communities. Amazing
indeed!

With love in Christ,
Neil Le Tissier

For full details on this vacancy and how to apply, please see here.

Keep an eye on our website. You can find updated information here.

You can book through Andy Tite on 07912227985 or by email.
You can also get further information on Sts here.

You can find more information here.

For more information or to book onto the conference visit here.

You can reserve your seat here.

 Contact Amjad Mahand here.

You can find more information here.

You can download the entire booklet here.

Do You Have News Or An Event To Share?

We are always happy to share good news stories of what is happening in
our churches as well as any upcoming events.

Email us your video or article with accompanying pictures or a flyer for an
event here
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